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UBC Okanagan AVP Provost & VP Research JOHSC 
 

Meeting 
information: 

Date & Time: 2024/12/17 @ 12:30 pm 

Location: 
Teams - Click here to join the meeting  

Please press CTRL + click to follow this link to the meeting 
Call to Order: 12:30pm 

Adjournment: 12:40pm 
Previous meeting date: 2024/11/26 Next meeting date & time:  2025/01/28 

 
Committee 
members, 
advisors, 
guests, etc. 
(indicate co-
chairs): 

Name: Role: Present 
(Y/N): 

Stephen O’Leary Worker rep - ENGINEERING N 
Kathy Rush Worker rep - FHDS N 
Praveen Rajan Worker rep - ENGINEERING N 
Alec Smith  Y 
Francois Miros Employer rep - ENGINEERING Y 
Kristin Schuppener Employer rep - EDUCATION Y 
Ieva Zigg Employer rep – IKBSAS N 
Cherie Michels Resources - HSE Y 
Catherine Chirkoff Resources - HSE Y 
   

    
  

 
Motion to adopt previous meeting’s 
minutes: NO QUORUM Seconded:   

Motion to adopt current meeting’s 
agenda:  Seconded:   

 
Report Categories Details 

Incidents (reporting on 
previous month) 

 November incidents in Addendum 1 were reviewed 
 

Training and Education Lab Safety - No topic for this month  

Other OHS reports •   

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2ZjMTQyOGUtZDUzMi00NThlLTlkMzktMDBiZGYxNmU1YjYz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%222fff08c9-91d4-4fc8-bbdd-dd59b7414ddb%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e9ba4d3d-7720-4736-a643-6900ad549fb3%22%7d


 

Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

  

 

 
 
    UBC Okanagan - JOHSC AVP Provost and VP Research Agenda   Page 2 

HSE Program Update •  

Training and Education  
•  

Topic for 
December/January  

 •  

 
 

Old Business Item #  Who Target date 
 

1 

• Guest speaker Amanda Swoboda, HR Wellbeing 
Specialist, discussed health & wellness resources 
for faculty and staff. 

• Workplace health and wellbeing resources are on 
the UBC website. Hub of programs and resources. 
Greenshield Health is our new provider of services. 
Integrated new platform. Will need to login to 
Greenshield Health to access these services. Also 
have up to $3000 per year of counseling for 
eligible staff. 

• Discussed Sunlife benefits also 
• Details can be found in the benefits handbook 
• There are also resources to assist managers and 

supervisors to support mental health in the 
workplace 

• Workplace learning ecosystem has a number of 
courses available also 

• Centre for Workplace Accessibility is also a 
resource, can fund accessibility support, 
coordinates supports and engages in projects and 
initiatives to enhance disability inclusion literacy. 

• Workplace wellbeing ambassador program 
discussed 

• Healthy workplace initiative fund, applications 
open in the Spring 

• Healthy UBC newsletter is available – need to sign 
up to receive it 

• Ergonomics assessments are available 
• Recreation opportunities include free spin classes 

and healthy movement initiatives 

Amanda 
Swoboda 
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• The Mental Health Continuum is a helpful tool 

     

     

     

     

 
New Business Item #  Who Target date 
 1. • Overview of WorkSafeBC Application for 

variance – emergency washing facilities 
in battery manufacturing 

• Lithium batteries react to water in the air and can 
catch fire, creating a moisture free environment. 
Pre purchased module. Also using items that can 
damage eyes and skin. Competing requirements. 
Compromise is that all workers in the facilities will 
be required to wear a face shield and eye wash 
station will be just outside about 13 meters away 
rather than 6 meters. Official document will be 
coming out. Open to committee to have input. 

•  

Cherie Michels  
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 2. • Scent Free Program overview and 
promotion 

• 3 different locations have noticed an increase 
in scented product usage. HSE working with 
these. CORM will target students with 
communication channels to remind them of 
the scent free program, which is voluntary  

Cherie Michels  

     

 
Monthly Distribution and Posting of Approved Meeting Minutes (Required): 

• Responsible VP 
• All JOHSC members 
• Online (https://hse.ok.ubc.ca/committee/)  

https://hse.ok.ubc.ca/committee/
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Addendum 1 

Department of Health, Safety & Environment – Incident Report Summary: November 1-30, 2024 

University of British Columbia – Okanagan Campus JOHSC’s  

December 6, 2024 

 

 



 

Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

  

 

 
 
    UBC Okanagan - JOHSC AVP Provost and VP Research Agenda   Page 6 



 

Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

  

 

 
 
    UBC Okanagan - JOHSC AVP Provost and VP Research Agenda   Page 7 

 


